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   CONCERT HOUSE:  Minimal Music meets Persian mysticism meets big band sound in contemporary garb: John Hollenbeck leads his large ensemble, composed of mostly jazz instrumentation, with ease through various times and genres.  The classically trained drummer presented this delightfully irritating result at the Konzerthaus. Delicately designed musical structures and magnificent patterns give in to meditative repetition and deepen in richness and intensity, offering a color-saturated backdrop for playfully meddlesome individual tones.
   Fragile passages with clashing piano tunes and picturesque saxophone dashes erupt from the full volume; the theme is splintered by a pulsating harmonic brass sound. Ballads are gaining charisma through their precise reductions and Theo Bleckmann's clear and multifaceted singing, leaving ample room for free improvisation and the enjoyment of the lingering sound. A delightful stimulant for the spirit! 
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