The Claudia Quintet Biography
The Claudia Quintet has walked a unique path in contemporary jazz since their founding in the
late 1990s. Unlike most jazz ensembles where the particular musicians may come and go,
drummer, composer and leader John Hollenbeck always wanted Claudia to be a 'band' with a
sound not only determined by the compositions and the instrumentation, but with the actual
players who perform the music. This concept is why Claudia has had an immediately identifiable
sound since its inception. In that sound, the exceptional artistry and individuality of each
musician is skillfully revealed throughout Hollenbeck's original compositions.
Formed by Hollenbeck in 1997, this NYC ensemble’s sound continues to explore the edge without
alienating the mainstream, proving that genre-defying music can be for everyone. The Claudia
Quintet has amazed audiences from Alabama to the Amazon. Their singular sound has inspired
dancing hippie girls at a New Mexico noise festival, the avant-garde cognoscenti in the concert
halls of Vienna and Sao Paolo, and a generation of young musicians worldwide. In the course of
the thousands of miles they have traveled together and hundreds of concerts they’ve played, the
Claudia Quintet has evolved and grown, developing a dynamic live sound based on trust and
spontaneity. They bring this powerful energy into the studio where they record the old-fashioned
way, live, playing as a band.
Over the course of 15 years, the group has released eight CDs that are critically acclaimed
worldwide and whose appeal extends well beyond, as well as includes, traditional jazz audiences.
The group’s first album, The Claudia Quintet, was released in 2001 on the Blueshift CRI record
label. The group has since established a long time relationship with the Cuneiform label, releasing
seven albums with them.
Hollenbeck received a grant in 2009 from the Chamber Music America New Jazz Works:
Commissioning and Ensemble Development program to compose a suite that can be heard on
their fifth album, Royal Toast. The Claudia Quintet brings together the acclaimed compositional
approach of Hollenbeck with two of the most important male singers in improvised music, Kurt
Elling and Theo Bleckmann on their sixth album, What Is the Beautiful? The quintet was
commissioned by the University of Rochester to set the work of Kenneth Patchen as part of their
100th birthday celebration of the groundbreaking poet. Elling and Bleckmann recite and sing the
poems of avant-garde/proto-beat American poet, Patchen, an innovator in his time. Claudia’s
eighth release, Super Petite, is a potent package that condenses virtuoso playing and a wealth of
ideas into ten compact songs.
The Claudia Quintet received grants from USArtists International/Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation to
travel to Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo, Brazil for performances in the spring of 2002, and to
Kathmandu, Nepal for performances in the Jazzmandu festival in the fall of 2013. The Claudia
Quintet can be heard performing the theme music to Poetry Off the Shelf, a weekly audio program
on PoetryFoundation.org.
In the Claudia Quintet, Hollenbeck has assembled a group of the foremost innovators in this new
sound to create a powerhouse band. They are: Drew Gress – bass (John Abercrombie, Uri Caine,
Ravi Coltrane); Chris Tordini – frequent fill-in on bass (Andy Milne, Steve Lehman, Becca
Stevens); Matt Moran – vibraphone (Slavic Soul Party, Mat Maneri, Nate Wooley);
Red Wierenga – accordion (Respect Quartet, Signal, Brad Lubman); and Chris Speed – clarinet
and tenor saxophone (Uri Caine, Endangered Blood, Alas No Axis).

